FAQs About Accreditation
The School of Health Sciences at Miami Dade College is committed to proactively addressing the concerns raised by the Accreditation Review Commission on Education for the Physician Assistant (ARC-PA). Across all our academic programs, we remain dedicated to equipping students with a high-quality education that prepares them to thrive in the dynamic and evolving healthcare landscape.

FAQ
What does it mean that the MDC PA Program is on “Accreditation-Probation” status?
Accreditation-Probation status is a temporary designation that allows us to address specific areas for improvement as outlined by the ARC-PA (Accreditation Review Commission on Education for the Physician Assistant). During this time, MDC PA program remains a fully accredited program, and this status is intended to ensure we continue meeting the ARC-PA’s rigorous standards.
Is the MDC PA Program at risk of losing its accreditation? 
Probation status does not mean that we have lost accreditation. MDC PA program remains fully accredited and is actively working to address the ARC-PA’s requirements. As long as we meet their standards within the designated period, we will maintain our accredited status. We are committed to making the necessary improvements to retain full accreditation.
Why is the program currently on Accreditation-Probation? 
The status resulted from the most recent accreditation evaluation.  The commission identified areas that did not fully align with the accreditation standards. The MDCPA program is working to actively address these areas of concern. A comprehensive improvement plan has been developed to ensure full compliance with accreditation standards.
What steps is MDC PA taking to address the probation?
MDC leadership is working closely with the ARC-PA to address all identified areas. We are revising and resubmitting reports and preparing for a focused site visit in In October 2027, where the commission will evaluate our progress. We are committed to transparency in this process.
How long will MDC PA program be on probation?
The probation period is set for no less than two years, and our goal is to meet all requirements and return to full compliance well within that timeframe.
Will the Accreditation-Probation status affect students’ ability to graduate, take the PANCE, or become licensed? If I’m a current student in MDC PA Program, will I graduate from an accredited program and be able to take the PANCE?
The probationary status does not impact students’ ability to graduate, take the PANCE, or obtain licensure. The MDC PA program remains fully accredited and operational, ensuring that students can continue their studies and pursue certification without interruption. All planned academic and professional pathways for students remain unchanged.
Will the probation status be reflected on a diploma or transcript?
No, probation status will not be noted on any student records, diplomas, or transcripts. This status pertains to the program’s relationship with the ARC-PA and does not affect student credentials or documents.
How does probation status impact future applicants to the MDC PA program?
Probation status does not affect the program’s ability to admit and educate new students. We remain accredited and fully operational, and prospective students can apply with confidence, knowing that we are dedicated to maintaining high educational standards.
What happens if in October 2027 MDC PA program does not come off probation? Will I still graduate and be able to take the PANCE?
Yes. The MDCPA program anticipates a successful outcome in October 2027.  However, in the event this occurs, the program will continue to teach the current students through graduation and students will still be able to take the PANCE.
How does the Accreditation-Probation status impact the role of preceptor?
The probation status does not impact on the preceptor’s role or the clinical education experiences they provide.
Will this accreditation action affect my ability to obtain employment?
No, Students will graduate from a fully accredited program, ensuring they remain eligible for employment and professional certification as Physician Assistants. 
Will I be able to obtain a state license to practice?
Yes, you will be able to obtain any state license to practice as a Physician Assistant because you will graduate from a fully accredited program. While licensure requirements for Physician Assistants vary by state, many states require graduation from an accredited program, which the MDC PA Program continues to provide.
Is Miami Dade College regionally accredited?
Yes, Miami Dade College is regionally accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC), which serves as the official accrediting body for degree-granting higher education institutions across the Southern states. This accreditation affirms that Miami Dade College meets rigorous standards for academic quality and institutional effectiveness, ensuring that its degrees are widely recognized and respected.


